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WOMEN URGE EQUALITY AT MEETINGS 
OF INTERNATIONAL LABOR 
. ORGANIZATION 


The National headquarters of the Woman’s Party, 
Washington, D. C., has just received an important infor- 
mation bulletin from Geneva, the major portions of which 
are printed below. This bulletin was sent out by the Con- 
sultative Committee of Representatives of Women’s Inter- 

national Organizations, created by the Cuncil of the 
of Nations; with the request that it be given as 
wide publicity as possible. 


Outline of Campaign 


The year 1936 has witnessed the first concerted 
and sustained effort by women’s international or- 


ganizations to bring to the International Labor 


Organization the demand for equality in the I. L. O. 
conventions. 

The campaign began with the meeting of the 
I. L. O. Governing Body in February. It contin- 
ued through the annual I. L. O. Conference in 
June. Throughout this period women’s organi- 
zations protested against the I. L. O. conventions 
applying to women but not to their men competi- 
tors. They pressed for favorable consideration 
for the Equal Rights Treaty, which would require 
equality in labor legislation as in all other fields. 
This Treaty reads, in its main article: 


“The contracting States agree that upon ratification 
of this Treaty men and women shall have equal rights 
throughout territory subject to their respective 
jurisdictions.” 

Since the middle of February the following 
events have taken place: 


1. On February 22nd the I. L. O. Governing Body voted 
to study the economic aspects of “the status of women 
with special reference to the Equal Rights Treaty,” 
Nations As- 
sembly; 

2. During the Spring the I. L. O. appropriated a sum of 
money and set up a research group for this study; 

3. At the June I. L. O. Conference the Director reported 
that the study had been undertaken and was pro- 
gressing; 

4. At the June Conference 23 rr presented a 
written request for a discussion of the Equal Rights 
Treaty during the Conference; 

5. At the June Conference the same 23 de tes pre- 
sented a written request that the Equal Rights Treaty 
be put upon the agenda of the next Annual Confer- 
ence; | 

6. Upon the conclusion of the June Conference the 
leader of the Venezuelan Delegation presented a re- 


quest on behalf of his Government for consideration 


at the earliest 
reconciling the 
Rights Treaty; 


ble moment of the question of 
L. O. conventions with the Equal 
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7. On July Iith the I. L. O. issued a detailed for 
its “status of women” study. The I. L. O. sent 

uestionnaires to women’s organizations and to the 

omen’s Correspondence Committee of the I. L. O. 


Support From Delegates 


At the Annual June Conference one delegate 
after another assured the women of support. A 
delegate from a Scandinavian country said: 


“Do not worry about any new conventions involving 
special regulations for women. I do not think the 
I. L. O. will draft any more conventions applying to 
women and not to their male competitors. Public opin- 
ion in the Scandinavian countries is against this type 
of legislation. We consider it discriminates agai 
women instead of protecting them. I think the I. L. O. 
is coming to realize this. You will notice that all con- 
ventions proposed this year, and all on next year’s 
agenda, apply to men and women workers alike.” 


Mr. Carlos de Leon, first Government Delegate 
from Venezuela, was one of the strongest advo- 
cates of the woman’s cause. He said: 


“This is the first year that Venezuela has sent a 
full delegation to the I. L. O. and the first time that 
I have been here personally. I am convinced from my 
visit here that the I. L. O. is rendering an enormous 
service to the humblest and most needy workers. I 
believe that the I. L. O. is becoming a vitally important 

Factor in solving the economic conflicts which tend to 
bring war. But I can see that the I. L. O. has not 
rendered the same service to women in indus as to 
men. This is most unfortunate. I am entir with 
you in your battle for ew. I have — g spent 
eight years in prison and many years in exile for the 


cause of that I under- 
stand!” 


Mr. Will Sherwood, substitute Workers’ Dele- 
gate from Great Britain, visited the women’s head- 
quarters and said: tania 


“I belong to a union made up of men and women, 
which stands strongly for 1 between the sexes. 
I am happy to work here in Geneva for equal rights in 
industry, just as I have always worked for it in my 
own country.” 


Mr. G. I. Thurston, New Zealand Worker’s Dele- 
gate, said: 


“T shall be very willing to speak on behalf of Equal 
Status for Women and the proposed Equal Rights 
Treaty if the subject comes 27 for discussion.“ 

Said one of the French delegates: 


“Why should there not be equality in labor legisla- 
tion and in labor conventions? France is at this moment 
potas into operation a nation-wide forty-hour week. 

his regulation applies to men on exactly the same 
has been no thought of 


human freedom—so you can see 


terms as to women. There 


making it apply to women workers alone.” 


The Chief of the Brazilian Delegation said: 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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11 the of the t of Nations to 

women alike. laws The President of the International Labor Con- 


‘Every laborer has the right to receive in pa 
ment for his wage *. 
satisfy, in a given on o coun and in a 
civen’ period. his normal needs for food, shelter, 
clothing, hygiene and transportation.’ 

“What we have done in Brazil can be done by the 
rest of the world. This is the type of legislation that 
should be sponsored by the I. L. O—and not legisla- 
tion setting up different labor standards for men and 
women. 


Request From Delegates for Consideration of 
Equality Treaty 


During the June Conference twenty-three dele- 
gates sent a letter to the presiding officer, Mr. 
C. V. Bramsnaes, asking for consideration of the 
Equal Rights Treaty in the following words: 

“The undersigned delegates have noted with satis- 
faction that the Governing Body has decided to accede 
to the request of the Assembly for a study of the eco- 

nomic aspects of the status of women with s 

reference to the Equal Rights Treaty signed at Monte- 

video in 1933. We request that as much information 
as ble be given to the present Conference on the 


2 * of the fact that the Status of Women' is 

on the tentative agenda of the coming Conference of 

American Republies at Buenos Aires, it seems important 

that this subject be discussed by the present Conference. 

There appears to be considerable feeling on the Ameri- 

can Continent that labor legislation should be based 

upon the nature of the work and not upon the sex of 
the worker. This point of view found ression, for 
instance, in the new minimum wage law of Brazil, and 

n 81 n e 

Oe erence will with the conflict be- 
tween this nt of view and the I. L. O. conventions 
applying only to women. We are anxious for coopera- 
tion between the I. L. O. and the Pan-American Con- 
ference and it is our opinion that cooperation will be 
promoted by consideration at this Conference of the 
question of the status of women, with special reference 
to the Equal Rights Treaty. 

The letter was signed by the delegates from the 
following countries: From Great Britain, Will 
Sherwood and William Lawther; New Zealand, 
G. I. Thurston; Venezuela, Carlos Leon, M. Flores 
Cabrera and R. Buroz; Colombia, Jose M. Yepaz 
and Rafael Guizado; Peru, V. A. Belaunde; Uru- 
guay, V. Benavides; Ecuador, Alex Gastelu; Tur- 
key, N. Sadak; China, Li Ping Heng; Spain, P. 
Tomas and Manuel Lois; Brazil, Nabueo de Gou- 
vea; Poland, Eugenja Wasniewska; South Africa, 
H. T. Andrews; Iran, S. M. Adle; Iraq, M. Sam- 
marai; Afghanistan, Abdul Kayoum. 

Mr. W. Koscinski of Poland and G. de Blanck 
of Cuba signed a memorandum calling attention 
to the fact that while they were unable to adhere 
to the demand for the “suppression of special con- 
ventions designed to protect women workers” 
(night work, maternity, etc.) they were never- 
theless “decidedly in favor of equality in wages 
for men and women.” 


Mr. Carlos Leon of Venezuela added: 


A question which seems to me of the greatest 
_ portance is that of reconciling the I. L. O. and — 
of Nations treaties with our Pan American treaties. I 
think it would be helpful for the I. L. O. and the League 


ference stated in his reply to Mr. Sherwood, Tech- 
nical Advisor to the British Workers Delegate, 
that he would be unable to accede to his request 
on the grounds that: 


“The question which you raise is not upon the agenda 
of this Session of the 221 and there is therefore 
no method open to me under the Standing Orders by 
which it could be brought under discussion. The agenda 
of the Conference is moreover very heavy as you are 
aware, and it would be materially impossible to find time 
for the discussion which you suggest.” 


| Mr. Sherwood wrote again saying: 


“I have received your letter . . stating that it will 
be impossible to give consideration at rg present con- 
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ference to the question of the status of women with 
special reference to the Equal Rights Treaty, as had 
been ested by myself and twenty-two my col- 
leagues in the Conference.” 


He requested on behalf of himself and his fellow 
signatories that their application and present 
letter signed June 22nd, should be circulated to 
the delegates of the Conference and the question 
placed upon the agenda of the next Conference. 

The President replied that because of the rules 
of the International Labor Organization he was 
unable to accede to the above request. Then Mr. 
Sherwood wrote again, thanking Mr. Bramsnaes 
for his letter and stating that he had “noted the 
decisions contained therein, which will receive 
careful consideration.” 


Request From a Government for Consideration 
of Equality Treaty 


“Since it was found impossible to arrange for a dis- 
cussion of the question of reconciling the I. L. O. 
Treaties dealing with the employment of women and 
the Equality Treaty for women —— at Montevideo, 
as requested by twenty-three mem of the Confer- 
ence in the attached memorandum, I have the honor 
to on behalf of my Government, that this sub- 
ject be brought before the proper body of the I. L. O. 
at the earliest possible moment. 

“We believe that the I. L. O. should concern itself 
with justice to women workers as well as to men work- 
ers and we desire that an opportunity be given for dis- 
cussion of this subject on which there seems to be a 
widespread concern.” 


Present Status 


Here the matter rests. It is presumed that as 
a consequence of the Venezuelan request the sub- 
ject will come before the next meeting of the 
Governing Body. 
In the meantime the I. L. O. is continuing its 
study of the economic aspects of “the Status of 
Women with special reference to the Equal Rights 
Treaty,” as directed by the Governing Body in 
February. An appropriation has been made by 
the I. L. O. for the study and research workers 
have been assigned to it. 


On July 11th, the I. L. O. issued the following 
statement with regard to the proposed study: 


“The study. . . will contain a resume of all existing 
national laws which te especially the work of women 
as apart from the work of men; these laws will be classi- 
fied either according to the matters regulated (hours of 
work, employment in re work, etc.) or according 
to professions. A chapter be devoted particularly 
to the admission of women to the intellectual professions 
which are under regulation and to the admission and 
— of employment of women in public administra- 

on. 


“While actively pushing the legislative study, in order 
that it may be ready as soon as possible, the Office will 
not neglect the economic aspects of the problem of women’s 
work and is at present ga the necessary data for 
this inquiry. 

“The points which will be covered in the first investiga- 
tions on the position of women workers are: 

Evolution of the work of women in the different pro- 

fessions; 

rtunities open to women for professional : 
Salaries of women and the problem of equality of sal 
es; 


Family situations of women workers and responsibil- 


ities which they may have with regard to de- 
pendents.“ 


The women gathered in Geneva for the I. L. O. 
Conference came from many countries and repre- 


sented different races, religions, political and eco- 


nomic points of view. They all united enthusi- 
astically however in support of the Equal Rights 


Treaty. On leaving Geneva one of the women 
wrote: 


“This campaign has been an inspiration to me. It 
has convinced me that a united front on the part of 
women from all nations, acting together in Geneva 
through the League of Nations and the I. L. O., can 
achieve the recognition of women’s rights. There is 
a greater likelihood of this now than has hitherto been 
thought ible. What is done here radiates over 
the world. We know that the recent effort for —- 
ity in the I. L. O. will have repercussions that will be 
felt to the ends of the earth. I have come to believe 
that we must work internationally in addition to work- 


* our own countries, —that in this way we can 


eve world-wide emancipation.” 


The campaign was under the direction of the 
Committee of Representatives of Women’s Inter- 
national Organizations, with Miss L. C. A. Van 
Eeghen of Holland as Acting Chairman. The 
international societies cooperating were: Inter- 
national Council of Women, Women’s Interna- 
tional League for Peace and Freedom, Inter- 
American Commission of Women, Equal Rights 
International, All Asian Conference of Women, 
Women’s Committee Against War and Fascism. 
The combined group represented over forty-five 
million women. Various national societies were 
also represented,—in particular, the Woman's 
Party of the United States and the Six Point 
Group of Great Britain. 


A series of meetings was held at the temporary 
Women’s Headquarters, two doors from the I. L. O. 
Assembly Hall. At these meetings the campaign 
was planned from day to day. 


Among those taking part were: Leonor Ces- 
pedes, Colombia, Representative, Inter American 
Commission of Women; Madeline Doty, U. S. A., 


Representative, Women's International League 


for Peace and Freedom; L. C. A. Van Eeghen, 
Holland, Hon. Secretary General, International 
Council of Women; Dr. Renee Girod, Switzerland, 
Geneva Representative, International Council of 
Women; Mme. Emilie Graizier, Switzerland, Rep- 
resentative, Equal Rights International; Mme. 
Maria de Leon, Venezuela, Feminist leader in 
Venezuela; Nora Lewis, New Zealand, Repre- 
sentative, Auckland, New Zealand International 
League for Peace and Freedom; Mrs. Linda Little- 
john, Australia, Pres., Equal Rights International; 
Alice Paul, U. S. A., Acting Chairman, Interna- 
tional Relations Committee of Woman's Party; 
Marie de Regel, former member executive com- 
mittee of Institute of Slavic Studies; Denise 
Rochat, Switzerland, Secretary, Consultative Com- 
mittee of Representatives of Women’s Interna- 
tional Organizations; Dr. Rosa Welt Straus, Pales- 
tine, Representative, All Asian Conference of 
Women; Mrs. Lawrence White, England, Repre- 
sentative, Equal Rights International. Page 4 
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The Annual Conference of the I. L. O. is over. 5 B. Anthony Memorial Committee, Mrs. 
Women's organizations are now turning to the Robert Adamson, chairman, and Mrs. Marie Moore 
September Assembly of the League. The revision Forrest, pageant director. This will be a very 
of the League Covenant is on the agenda of the © beautiful and impressive occasion and it is hoped 
September Assembly. The Committee of Repre- that as many as possible will attend. Remiember: 
sentatives of Women’s International Organiza- © _ ALVA BELMONT HOUSE 
tions will meet in September to consider recom- 144 B Street. N. E . 
mendations for a revision that will establish com- tage, Mage ae 
plete and world-wide emancipation for women. AUGUST 26, 7 P. M. 

| 4 DINNER AND CELEBRATION 
COMPLETE EQUALITY FOR WOMEN DE. 
MANDED BY INTERNATIONAL BUSI- 


Under the direction of Marie Moore Forrest. : 
NESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN All reservations must be in by Monday, August 
e Congress of the International Federation 


24. Secure reservations for dinner and celebra- 
ion at National Woman's Party Headquarters, 
siness and Professional Women unanimously 


ATlantic 1210. Price, $1.50. 

adopted resolutions endorsing the Equality Move- 
ment at their closing session in Pars, July 31. 
One hundred delegates were present from twenty- © 
six countries and included lawyers, doctors, mem- 
bers of parlaiments, editors, writers and Govern- Post Office Department that the special postage 
ment officials. stamp which is to be issued in honor of Susan B. 
A strong protest was registered against all dis-T Anthony in connection with the sixteenth anni- 
criminations against women in business and the versary of the ratification of the Nineteenth 
professions. One resolution read: “The congress Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
states its opposition to all limitations imposed States granting suffrage to women, will be first 
from the standpoint of sex.“ Another, offered for sale at the Washington, D. C., post 
“It is an essential safeguard for the mainte- office on August 26, 1986. It will be available 
nance of professional standards that the principle for sale at other post offices throughout the coun- 
of equal pay for equal work should be adopted. try on the following day or as soon thereafter 
The stand of the Congress was stated unequivo- as production will permit. For the benefit of col- 
cally: lectors desiring selected stamps for philatelic use, 
“Women should have the same constitutional, the Anthony stamp will also be placed on sale at 
civic and economic rights as men, therefore the the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Department, 


BUY SUSAN B. ANTHONY STAMPS EARLY 
Announcement was made on August 4 at the 


Congress asks all of its national organizations to August 26, but the Agency will not prepare covers 


undertake action necessary to acquire and main- 
— ag rights.” Complete equality was de- 0 an 5 cae is of the — size, * 5 b 

8 Beas 90.87 inches in dimensions, arranged vertically. It 

Laws is enclosed in a double line border and is printed 

2 en ry eration, 8 an organ- in purple. In a horizontal panel with dark ground 

* world-wide campaign agai iscrimina~ across the top of the stamp is the wording, U. S. 

ons, demanding equality in the name of 100,000 Postage” in white Roman. The central design is 


women. a portrait of S B. Anthony looki - 
Miss Phillips called attention to the world situ- The 4 * — 


ation today and stated that in every country of the white edges and dark ground. In a curved panel 
world where women have education they could if* with white ground at the base of the portrait is 
they would, hold the balance of power. “How-) the name “Susan B. Anthony,” in dark Gothic. 
ever, she added, “instead of correlating their ef- In a narrow panel with dark ground along the 
forts, the organized women of the world whirl} lower edge of the stamp is the inscription read- 
around in a circle of words. Members of women's ing “Suffrage For Women,” in white Gothic. Im- 
organizations study, discuss and pass resolutions.’ mediately above, on either side, within circular 
They forget their power.. Home women’ panels with white edges and dark ground is the 


for mailing on that date. 


and business women,” said Miss Phillips, “fail to! 
cooperate. Home women see their business sisters 
thrown out of jobs and raise no protest,” and she 


expressed the conviction that there must be an 
organized world-wide campaign against discrim- 


inations affecting business and professional: 


women. 


SUSAN B. ANTHONY MEMORIAL DINNER 


The beautiful garden of the National Headquar- 
ters of the Woman’s Party, Alva Belmont House 
Washington, D. C., will be the scene of a Su 
B. Anthony dinner and celebration, on the eve 
ning of August 26, under the auspices of t 


denomination designation “3c” in white. The 
stamp is being printed by the rotary process and 
will be issued in sheets of 100 stamps. 

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations 
on August 26 may send a limited number of ad- 
dressed covers, not to exceed a total of 10, with 
cash or postal money order remittance payable to 
the postmaster, Washington, D. C., covering the 
value of the stamps required for affixing. Per- 
sonal checks, or other postage stamps will pos- 
itively not be accepted in payment. To receive 
the August 26 postmark, eovers must reach the 


1 before the close of business on that 
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